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January 2012

Dear valued members of the Society,

The last year has seen momentous changes in our Society. Our beloved Colette who has served us so well since 1998 has retired. The large number of members who were able to attend her farewell party was in itself an eloquent testimony to the extent of our esteem for her. We wish her very well for the future. She assures me that we will see at lot of her at lectures and outings when she will be able to enjoy the events without having to worry about us. My speech on the occasion of her retirement party is included in this newsletter for the benefit of those who were unable to attend. 

I welcome our new Director, Ms Niamh McCabe. Some of you will have met Niamh when I introduced her at our last lecture of the year in December. You will all have opportunities to meet her during the coming year. Niamh has already begun work with us. Colette has very kindly agreed to work with Niamh for a few weeks to show her the inside workings of the Society. The Council and I are looking forward to working closely with Niamh to advance the interests of our great Society in the years to come. 

We have had a very successful book sale. On that occasion Sara and Dervla held our first Tea Party — the first, we hope, of many. We intend to hold the next in February before Niall Brady’s lecture. We now have new furniture, thanks to Colette, and those who attended the Tea Party were able to relax in the rooms on the first floor and enjoy the wonderful home baked cakes. We will be working hard over the coming year to give a club-like atmosphere to the first floor so that members can come into the House on occasion and rest and enjoy each others company. 

Since our last newsletter the front door has been re-hung and the upstairs toilets have been upgraded. Some members of Council and I have meet Arthur Cox solicitors on the question of copyright in relation to our holdings and in relation to requests made to us for permission to publish. We had a very satisfactory meeting with them and are waiting for written advice on these matters. Our Finance Committee has been working well and we have been in contact with the Tilman Brewin Dolphin asset management company for advice on how to best manage our investments. This meeting, too, was very successful and we are awaiting a written statement of suggestions as to how to take things forward. I will keep you up-to-date on these matters.

This newsletter will be sent by e-mail and will be available on our website. Those who do not have e-mail accessibility will be sent a copy by post and some hard copies will be available in the Library for all to read. 

You are the life-blood of our Society and your subscriptions are vital for our financial wellbeing. I would urge anyone in arrears to please make a payment as soon as possible — or perhaps you might like to ring Niamh and speak to her. 

Enclosed with this newsletter is information about our Members Lottery. I would urge you all to participate. We wish to keep the momentum going for the refurbishment of our House following the success of the Garden project.

Finally I thank those who sent in ideas for the improvement of the Society and I would welcome any further constructive ideas you, our members, might have and I would be delighted to discuss them with you. 

We have a wonderful programme of lectures, talks, outings and what is likely to be an exceptional Summer Excursion based in Newcastle from where we can explore the Roman Wall and monuments of the Anglo-Saxon and medieval periods.

Best wishes,

Charlie Doherty

President

Speech by the President, on the on the retirement of Colette Ellison

Colette took up office in the Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland during the Presidency of Professor Próinséas Ní Chatháin. Since then she has served under a number of presidents and despite our wish and hope that she would go on for ever she eventually withstood our protestations and decided to retire.

Colette is the daughter of distinguished parents (her father was a renowned medical doctor).

Indeed her family go back to the Ó Rodaigh Gaelic scholars of the middle ages. She gained her B.A. degree in University College Dublin in languages and is a fluent speaker of Italian. Colette’s role was initially that of Secretary and she is now retiring as the first Director of the Society. When she first took up her position the opportunity for independent action was very limited since the Honorary General Secretary of the day exercised a hands-on approach. However she very gradually eased into her role and soon became expert in the nooks and cranies, not merely this House, but of the Society itself.

Colette was the first point of contact for Members. She was unfailingly helpful. Whatever the event Colette was behind its organisation. She was ever in attendance at lectures, seminars, outings, excursions, launches, receptions, — or any other activity that the Society was engaged in. Her job as Executive Secretary was not only to deal with Members — it also involved keeping our historic house in a healthy working state. It included liaising with the organisations that rent and work in parts of Society House. She was ever watchful for the signs of a leak, a faulty switch, a broken lock or a faulty door. With exceptional diplomatic skills she dealt with all the inhabitants of the house and the floating population that came to it.

In a Society such as ours the Director provides continuity. Our Members of Council are elected for a limited period of time. The makeup and personality of the Council changes from year to year. The Director has to be constantly aware of the subtle, or not so subtle, changes introduced by each Council. Colette handled all such shifts and politic drifts of policy with ease — if not without some misgivings about the way things were going at times. Colette sat on the periphery on two occasions. At our formal talks and lectures she took her seat at the pillar at the entrance to the theatre. I always knew that it was time to start proceedings when I saw Colette take up that seat. As I looked down at her from the podium I could not help feeling that I was in a ferry: you know the type of small car ferry. You drive on and the wheelhouse and facilities are along one side of the ship. When Colette sat in her chair I saw her as the captain in the wheelhouse steering the rest of us along.

As the current President I am particularly grateful to her for the very thoughtful advice that she gave me. I was never told what I should do. I was gently invited to reflect on the consequences of any possible action that I might be considering. The other occasion when Colette sat on the periphery was at our Council meetings taking her own notes.

She was always silent. When the Council had debated itself into a corner or when solid information was lacking Colette was the person that we turned to — and as always her advice was sound and to the point.

Colette’s relationship with our Members was the heartbeat of the Society. In all our developments Colette constantly reminded us that the Society is its Members. She is absolutely right. On outings she was a mother-figure to us all. The only occasions, and they were few, when she became upset was when things did not go quite to plan. Her only concern then was the impact it would have upon the Members.

Colette was always concerned that Members should be brought to the House not just for talks and lectures but to a place where one could drop in to meet fellow Members or just drop in when in town. To this end she has been instrumental in getting furniture to make parts of the House more club-like. You can see some of this furniture in the hallways and in these rooms. Her plan was to have tea and coffee-making facilities in these rooms where Members could relax, have a chat, or do some reading. This is well under way now and we hope to develop such facilities into the future.

Colette’s involvement with the Society went far beyond her job. She has a love for our books and collections and for what the Society represents. With an innate instinct for the culture of our country she offered words of wisdom to Presidents and Council on many occasions over the years. It is clear that Colette’s husband Bill has been a steadfast supporter of her endeavours on behalf of the Society over the years. Indeed we have experienced his enthusiasm in testing organs in churches and fiddling in Brittany.

Finally may I say that Colette has been a most elegant and eloquent lady whose presence gave dignity to our Society on all occasions. I know that Colette is looking forward to pursuing studies in the History of Art in her retirement but I know that her heart will be with our Society still.

On your behalf, on behalf of the Council and Officers of the Society, our Librarian and myself may I wish Colette a happy and fruitful retirement.

Thank you.

Charles Doherty

President

Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland

Tuesday 13 December 2011

Farewell from Colette
I want to send to all you wonderful members a heartfelt thanks for giving me such a magnificent retirement party.  Although I knew Kelly was organising something, I was unprepared for the huge crowd who gathered on Tuesday night.  What a great night it was, with the fabulous harp being played in the beautiful front room of No. 63.  And all those lovely people who have made my work such a pleasure over the years. Thank you all for supporting me over the  years, especially to all the council members.
 
Siobhán de hÓir was my first mentor and of course Mrs Behan, caretaker in the house for many years.  She came down every day to help with numerous little jobs in the office and to remind me of an outing or a Monday talk coming up.  She followed the programme of activities meticulously. She taught me to love the house. 
The four presidents, Próinséas Ní Chatháin, Con Manning, Aideen Ireland and Charlie Doherty.  Each of them brought a particular expertise during their term.  We had the  sesquicentennial year with Próinséas (and I eventually learned how to spell it), the trip to Wales and York with Con, to Louvain with Aideen and to Brittany with Charlie.  
 
My great Hon. Gen. Secretaries giving of their time so generously, Dorothy Kelly, Siobhan Fitzpatrick, Rob Goodbody, Chris Corlett, Ruth Johnson, Jenifer ní Ghrádaigh, Charlie Doherty, Linda Doran, Niall Brady and finally Kelly Fitzgerald who are both still part of the team. The Hon. Treasurers who are also vital to the smooth running of the affairs of the society, Niall Mc Garry, Charlie Smith and Brendan Twomey. 
I have been overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of the various officers and members of council.  They turn up month after month to carry out the different jobs.

Thanks to Donal and before him to Nicole for looking after the library, to Liz Dawson and more recently to Gráinne who helped me over the last few years.
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who came in to help with packing journals and stuffing envelopes.
 
I have been supported by the tenants upstairs, the Irish Traditional Music Archive and now the Discovery Programme and the IAI.
 
It is a special society which I have no doubt will continue to grow and flourish.
 
I will now hope to participate in the activities and enjoy the wonderful library and the other activities as a Member (Retired).


 
Excursions and outing news:

September 24. Autumn excursion to Co. Longford. The excursion was led by the President and fifty members participated. The main focus of the excursion was a visit to the Corlea Trackway suggested by one of our members, Paddy Egan as a tribute to Professor Barry Raftery. The group met Paddy in Corlea and proceeded to the trackway centre where they were given an extensive tour and history of the site. Lunch was in the Longford Arms where Dr Kieran O’Conor, Fellow met the group and brought them to the Lissardowlan Motte, where he had organised access with the landowner. This is on a wonderful elevated site, although the access was through a very mucky field.

The group then made for tea and scones in nearby Tullnally Castle.  Unfortunately there wasn’t enough time to explore the garden and the owner Thomas Packenham who is a member of the society was not there to greet the group as he was at the Knight of Glin’s funeral.

15 October: Outing to Glasnevin Cemetery and museum. The facilities in Glasnevin have been significantly upgraded in recent years and they have won several national and international heritage awards. The society members were treated to a two hour tour of the graveyard by the highly informative guide. The highlights of the tour included the O'Connell monument, the plots for various figures associated with the Irish revolutionary period of 1912-1922, as well as the graves of a large number of Dublin cultural and sporting figures. A good day out.
 

Book Sale
A highly successful day-long book sale took place in Society House on Saturday 3rd December last. The event was organised by council member Michael Potterton and featured sales from the societies’ own stock as well as a selection of new titles from a number of booksellers including Four Courts Press, Royal Irish Academy, Associated Editions and Wordwell Press. As part of the event the back room on the first floor was transformed for the day into a parlour tea room with wonderful tea (no coffee) and home made cakes provided by Sarah and Dervla (with able assistance provided by Sarah's two sons). The event raised over €1,200 for society funds. We hope to make this event a part of our annual calendar. If you want to know more about any of the society's events consult www.rsai.ie <http://www.rsai.ie>or join our mailing lists for regular updates by sending your email details to rsai@rsai.ie


Membership Subscriptions
As part of this package of materials you will receive your reminder of subscriptions due for 2012. Income from member subscriptions provides approximately 40% of the society's total income. This income enables the society to pay our two part time staff, (our new Director Niamh and our librarian Donal), to produce the Journal each year, (this year will be number 140), to manage historic Society House and Garden as well as meeting the expenses associated with organising the Society's annual programme of over twenty events. It is important that members pay their annual subscription as early in the year as possible in the year. Why not recruit some of your friends as members? 

Brendan Twomey Hon. Treasurer.


Lottery
This year we are launching a Member Lottery aimed at raising funds specifically to continue with our long-term maintenance programmes for Society House and Garden in Merrion Square in the heart of Georgian Dublin. The enclosed brochure gives all the necessary details. We need these funds and who knows if you are one of the lucky winners you can have a holiday or that special treat you want compliments of the other members of the Society. Why not give a ticket as a gift to your friends.

Library News:

The library has been continuing to provide a range of services to members of the public and RSAI. The society collections have achieved some widespread acknowledgement, particularly the Darkest Dublin collection, which features in some new publications such as "Dublin 1911" edited by Catriona Crowe. Other lesser well known parts of the photographic collections have received more extensive use in the new publication "The Other Ireland. Changing Times, 1870-1920" by Mary Jones, published by Gill and Macmillan late last year.

The Society was fortunate to gain the services of an intern for 10 weeks last autumn/winter 2011. Laura Violi, a Ph.D candidate catalogued the 13 small Du Noyer notebooks for their illustrations. She did a commendable and thorough job and deserves the thanks of the Library and staff for aiding us in bringing greater access to unusual and rare sources like the Du Noyer notebooks. The Du Noyer albums as you probably know have already been comprehensively catalogued and photographed by Dr. Michael O'Neill in recent times.

Among the varied requests the library has received of late was one for the use of an image of the oil painting of Dublin Castle which is located in the first floor back room. It is hoped this image will feature in a permanent exhibition, "Dublin Castle through the ages", taking place soon in the vaults of Dublin Castle.

Lastly but not least, a thank you to outgoing Director Colette Ellison for all her help in running the library over the years.

Summer Excursion to Northumbria

As this year’s Summer excursion the Society is planning a trip to Northumbria at the end of June to explore some of the many sites of antiquarian interest in the area, including Hadrians’ Wall, the monastery at Lindisfarne and Durham cathedral. Please see the insert included with this package for further details and contact Niamh at Society House if you wish to register your interest and receive further details when the itinerary is confirmed. 

Deaths: 

The deaths of the following members have been reported: Professor Michael Richter, Dr Ailbhe Mac Shamhráin, William Battersby, Detta Connole, Brian O’Carroll, Seosamh Ó Scolaidhe and the Knight of Glin, Desmond Fitzgerald.  We send our sincere condolences to their families.

Office reminders:

Please send in your email details if you are not already on the lists.

Annual General Meeting 

Reminder: AGM Thursday 26 January at 7.30pm. Lecture title: “The Greatest of the Celtologists: Whitley Stokes 1830-1909, Delivered by Professor Dáibhí Ó Cróinín, Department of History, NUI Galway

Antiquarian News








