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Message from the President

Dear Fellows and Members,

This edition of the Newsletter must bring commiseration and congratulations. We must mourn Mrs Sally Behan, our Caretaker,
who died on 12" April just short of her ninety-fourth birthday, and pass on our condolences to her husband, Ted Behan. She will
be sadly missed around Society House and Garden and in particular, waving members off on the many bus excursions that left
from Society House. We are delighted that her husband has agreed to remain on in Society House and to continue to tend the
Garden which, largely, was laid out by Mrs Behan’s father in the 1920’s. May she Rest in Peace.

We must congratulate Nicole Arnould, our Librarian, who was married on 31 August. We wish her and her husband, Owen
O’Sullivan, many happy years together.

Each year since Mrs Behan celebrated her ninetieth birthday a small party was held in her honour each June. This year the
Officers and Council assembled to celebrate Mid-Summer Day (alas, a wet one) when a Philadelphus tree was planted in the
Garden in memory of Mrs Behan. The tree flowers in June with beautifully scented white blossoms and seemed an appropriate
tribute to pay to Mrs Behan.

We are delighted that our sister society, the Society of Antiquaries (of London) will celebrate its tercentenary this year. In
recognition of this fact Fellows of that Society will visit Dublin in November, following an invitation from myself, when a
schedule of gruelling social events will be laid on for them! For this reason the lecture in November will be held in the Thomas
Davis Theatre of Trinity College Dublin when Professor Clive Gamble (Department of Geography at Royal Holloway, University
of London) will deliver a lecture entitled “The First Humans: a very remote period indeed’. The lecture will take place at the usual
time of 7.30. Professor Gamble is an archaeologist with a particular interest in mankind’s earliest origins and the evolution of
human society and has written, amongst many other publications, on Neanderthal Man, Boxgrove Man and on Paleolithic societies
in Europe. We hope for a particularly good attendance for this lecture.

Before that event takes place the Society will host another of its Saturday lunchtime events — this time to be held on Saturday 27"
October in Buswells Hotel in Molesworth Street. The guest speaker will be Dr Nigel Monahan, Curator of the Natural History
Museum in Merrion Street, who will speak on the (sometimes hysterical) history of that institution which celebrates the one-
hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary of its opening to the public this year.

The Frank Mitchell Memorial Lecture will take place on Thursday 25™ October when Dr Muiris O’Suilleabhdin, Head of School
of Archaeology in U.C.D. will lecture on a fascinating site at Tara — ‘Duma na nGiall: Tomb or Sanctuary?’ A reception will be
held in Society House after this event.

I would like to pay tribute to all who have contributed in any way whatsoever to the RSAI 160 appeal. Your generosity is
gratefully acknowledged. The 160™ anniversary of the foundation of this Society draws ever closer and in the words of the old
political cliché “much done, lots more to do”’! By the time you receive this Newsletter scaffolding will have been erected on the
front of Society House — this will enable work on the fabric of the House to be undertaken. Thereafter it will be time for internal
works to start - alas, this is work for which the Society may draw down no public monies. Brendan Twomey, in collaboration
with the Society’s architect Paul Arnold (the award winning conservation architect), have been extremely successful in drawing
down monies, year after year, from Dublin City Council and from the Department of the Environment. However, these monies
are for work on fabric only and will not extend to the refurbishment, painting or redecoration of the interior of Society House.

Alas, the Society is rich in ambitions but poor in cash. We appeal to those who are still considering contributing to RSAI 160 to
do so now. All monies help - as do all donations of books and periodicals, archaeological newspaper reports, furniture and
equipment, not to mention time and expertise. Please consider assisting RSAI 160 is whatever way you can and help to turn 2009
into a year to be remembered ! I look forward to meeting you at many of these events,

Aideen Ireland, President

- __________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Antiquarian News 1




Spring and Summer Excursions, 2007

Spring Outing to Rathmullan and Donegal (20" - 22" April)

Fifty members and their guests took part in a three-day excursion, which was led by the President Aideen Ireland.
Conleth Manning and Charles Doherty were our guides. The excursion took us to some of the places associated with
the O’Neill and the O’Donnell in this 400" anniversary of their flight from Ireland in 1607. Sites visited included;
Tullyhogue fort and Inauguration Site of Hugh O’Neill, Beaghmore Stone circles, Kilmacrenan church and friary,
Doon Rock - inauguration site of Hugh O’Donnell, Doe Castle, and Rathmullan, where we visited the Flight of the

Earls Visitor Centre. One of our members Aine Ni Dhuibhne welcomed us. We also visited Rathmullan Priory.

The following day we visited Conwal graveyard, the Ulster American Folk Park and lastly Donaghmore High Cross,
where again we were met by members of the local historic Society. The weather was fine for the three days. A lovely
field guide was beautifully prepared by Charles Doherty (Hon. Gen. Sec.) with notes on all the sites. Many thanks to

him and to Con Manning for planning the memorable few days.

Spring Afternoon outing to Dalkey (12" May)
Forty-five members met at Dalkey Dart station and walked to the Heritage Centre, where Dr Charles Smith, Member
gave a very comprehensive background and history of the town. Chris Corlett then described the archaeological

aspects and led the group around the graveyard and nearby Archbold’s Castle, ending at Bullock Harbour.

Summer Excursion to Louvain, Belgium (29" June -3 July)

Forty-nine members gathered in the historic town of Louvain for a memorable four days. This was to commemorate
the anniversary of the Flight of the Earls who spent the winter of 1607-1608 in Louvain and a follow up to the
Rathmullan excursion in the spring. Headquarters were in the beautiful Louvain Institute for Ireland in Europe,

formally the Franciscan College, St. Anthonys. It is undergoing an extensive restoration programme.

On Saturday morning the group was met by two excellent guides who provided a most informative and interesting tour
of the town. We visited the Cathedral of St. Peter and the very elaborately decorated Stadhuis (city Hall). We then
walked to the Beguinage, an enclosed town within the town. The beguines were a religious women’s movement
started in the 13" century. Many women were left widowed by war and so formed themselves into groups living
communally in Beguinages. The houses are beautifully restored and maintained, and are now used as accommodation
for students and lecturers. The afternoon was spent walking around the pretty streets or having a drink in one of the

numerous cafés.

The Director of the Louvain Institute, Michael Vallely addressed the members in the evening and gave a short account
of the background to the college and its founder Florence Conry. An exhibition of Irish manuscripts from the
Franciscans was on display in the University library and many of the members took time to visit.
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On Sunday we set off for Bruges. This is another beautiful medieval city quite intact. Free time was in the morning
and some of the members took a boat tour, which was a lovely and very relaxed way of seeing the city. There were
plenty of beautiful shops selling lace, embroidery and, not least, chocolate, to tempt us. In the afternoon we were
divided into two groups for the tour of the medieval quarter. We visited St John’s hospital, the church of Notre Dame
with the beautiful Madonna by Michelangelo and another Beguinage, which is now run by an order of Benedictine

nuns dressed in medieval habits. The lovely sunny day enhanced the visit and many ice creams were consumed.

The final day of the excursion was to Ghent. The guides brought the group to St. Bavo’s Cathedral where we saw the

famous van Eyck altarpiece “The Adoration of the Lamb’.

In the evening after dinner the Summer Quarterly Meeting was held in the auditorium of the Institute. This was
formally the chapel of St. Anthony’s college. Charles Doherty, Joint Honorary General Secretary, delivered an
excellent lecture entitled: Kingship — the Irish and International Evidence’, a fascinating study of ritual. He began his
lecture with an address in both Dutch and Irish. The vote of thanks was given by former President, Professor

Proinséas Ni Chathain.

Our thanks to the Irish Institute for facilitating the visit.

RSAI at the Town Hall of Louvain
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Mrs Christina (Sally) Behan (1913-2007)

Mrs Behan
The Queen of Number 63
I met Mrs Behan over nine years ago when I came to work in the (for Mrs Christina, (Sally) Behan)
Society of Antiquaries. She was then 85 years old but certainly
didn’t act her age. She was still ‘in charge’ of the house in Merrion You’ve lived here longer than the longest memory,
Square. more fixed in number 63 than the elk-head

glowering its bony greeting in the hall,

She had a quiet dignity, she knew her place and was proud of her . .
d ey P P carved deeper in the Georgian stone

position as caretaker of the Society’s house where she had lived for

over 50 years. Nothing happened in the house without her than sheelaghs gaping Christian warnings

knowledge. There are countless examples of her surveillance, on the slabs lining the meeting room above.

every room in the house was checked every day. So that when the

pump leaked in the basement one night Mrs Behan was on hand to You spent a childhood here, invisible,

ring the then President Con Manning. hiding behind doors or peering through the stairs
at worthies in their furs and feathers gliding

No brasses were as well polished as those on No. 63 and right up unaware they were spied on by a stowaway.

until a few days before she died, she was still cleaning them. And as you grew you slipped into the routine

Mrs Behan came into the office every morning to make tea at learning to pour for forty at a time, not a drop spilt.

10am. Then she carried out small but very useful duties, stamping

the envelopes, making the badges for the excursions helping pack You hadn’t lost that skill when I worked there,

the newsletter, the journal and any other big mail shots. though 50 years had passed; no one, not even you,
was sure of the true chronology. Furs and feathers

Mrs Behan knew the workings of the Society better than anyone. had been replaced, outdone, by cords and denim

She always anticipated what was happening, whether a Council worn by a newer breed of antiquarian,

meeting, a Monday talk, a lecture. And until a few years ago, she though they still liked biscuits with their learning.

held ‘tea parties’ after the Monday Talks in the library, pouring

with a steady hand from a huge teapot. Your visits were the high point of our mornings,

arrival always heralded by a scratching on the door,

Her reminiscences of the various Officers who served the Society <
a flurry of small dogs, oblivious as you spoke

over so many years were fascinating and entertaining. Of course

her love of her garden was an ongoing interest. We all followed about the weather, to the frowns of sepia faces on the
the seasons through the flowers coming out and especially the walls.
wonderful display of nerine lilies in the late Autumn. Later we watched your progress from the window,

hauled with terrier toughness down Merrion Square.
I will miss her quiet presence enormously.
In the afternoons, with sunlight floating motes
and picking out gilt titles on the shelves,

your blue housecoat caught my eye

through the warped glass, as you cut grass

or crouched amid the marigolds,

gathering up the seeds with mother’s care.

Colette Ellison

It’s ten years since I last pulled the door behind me,
heard its muffled thunder echoing in the hall.

But when we meet, me halted

in my tracks by the twinkle in your eye,

you read my lips and I am lost

in all that laughter following in your train.

Nessa O’Mahony

On June 21" (two days after what would have been
Mrs Behan’s 94" birthday) Ted Behan planted a

: ! Philadelphus shrub in the Society’s garden in her
Mrs Behan on the occasion memory. This is the so-called Mock Orange Tree and
of her 90™ birthday is named for King Ptolemy Philadelphus, a third
century B.C. ruler of Egypt. The President and
members of Council were present to mark the occasion.
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Heritage Exhibition at ENFO

The Society was invited to mount an exhibition to be located at ENFO head office in Trinity St Dublin. The
theme of ‘Heritage — A shared inheritance’ was chosen. The presentation was divided into three sections —
Preserve, Examine and Illustrate — to reflect the remit of the Society. The material on exhibition deals with
various aspects of heritage from across Ireland, highlighting the Society’s all-Ireland role. The aim of the
exhibition is to underline the diversity of heritage around us and to inspire local communities to recognise
their role in its preservation, examination and illustration. Examples of such interventions are included in the
presentation, such as the preservation of the coastguard houses at Greencastle, Co. Donegal and their
conversion into a maritime museum, due to the efforts by the local community. Most of the photographs and
illustrations on the sixteen exhibition panels are drawn from the Society’s collections. There is also material
kindly supplied by the Discovery Programme, including a model of a ringfort. In addition, photographs from
members of the Society, particularly those of the Hon. Librarian Chris Corlett and the Hon. Gen. Sec. Charles
Doherty, have been used as part of the display panels. A booklet has been prepared, to be issued in Irish and
English, to accompany the display, this will contain an introduction by the President Aideen Ireland. The
exhibition ran at ENFO through June and July, and it is now proposed that it will tour around the country,
based at local libraries, the office of County Councils and similar venues. The exhibition is aimed at members
of the general public, school groups and tourists. During course of the exhibition in ENFO, Martin Kelly, a
member of council, conducted workshops for school groups.

Linda Doran (Hon. Gen. Sec.)
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Lecture Programme for Autumn 2007
(All lectures are held at the Helen Roe Theatre, 63 Merrion Square, and begin at 7.30pm,
however, please note that Prof. Clive Gamble’s lecture on November 22" will be held in the
Thomas Davis Theatre, Trinity College)

Thursday Lectures

27™ September
THE ANNALS OF THE FOUR MASTERS: SCHOLARLY
NETWORKS & MANUSCRIPT SOURCES
Dr Bernadette Cunnningham

25™ October - Frank Mitchell Memorial Lecture
DUMA NA NGIALL: TOMB OR SANCTUARY?

Dr Muiris O’Sullivan

22" November
THE BIRTH OF HUMANS:
A VERY REMOTE PERIOD
Professor Clive Gamble
This lecture, to mark the 300" anniversary of the Society of Antiquaries
of London, will be held in the Thomas Davis Theatre, Trinity College, at
7.30pn.

13" December - Statutory Meeting
THE SACRED TENTH: ECCLESIASTICAL TITHES IN
MEDIEVAL IRELAND
Dr Charles Smith (Member)

Monday Talks

3" September
IRELAND’S FIRST LOOK INTO THE CAMERA:
CALOTYPES AND DAGUERREOTYPES
1839-1859
Peter Walsh (Member)

8™ October
ROCK ART OF CARLOW, WICKLOW
& SOUTH LEINSTER
Christiaan Corlett (Member)

5™ November

Lecture title to be announced

3" December
WEAPONS OF MASS REDEMPTION:
THE INSTRUMENTS OF THE PASSION IN LATE
MEDIEVAL IRISH POETRY AND ICONOGRAPHY
Dr Salvador Ryan

Launch of ROS tapestry

7 S
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The Society was pleased to host the launch of the
ROS tapestry project on 25™ April. Approximately
70 people attended and the project was officially
launched by Senator David Norris.

Please note that the lecture on the Faddanmore Psalter,
proposed for Monday 5" November, has been cancelled.
A replacement lecture will be announced shortly.

Autumn Excursions

Saturday 22" September
Enniskerry via the Military Road
and German Cemetery, Glencree

Saturday 20™ October, 2.30pm,
Walk around Dublin City walls

Saturday 17th November, 2.30pm
Dublin City Archive, Pearse Street

Rs<s

Roval Society of Antiguaries of Ireland
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A few words from the Hon. Treasurer

Refurbishment of No 63 - In August and September this year we will implement the fourth phase of the refurbishment of No.
63 Merrion Square. The highlights of the 2007 programme include — repair of front plinth and railings, renovation of front
door and door surround, renovation of back door, fireproofing internal doors and restoration of the plasterwork on the first
floor return. Following these works the major work on the external fabric of No 63 will be complete. Next year we will turn
our attention to internal works such as painting, lighting etc.

RSAI 160 - To date approximately seventy members have financially supported the RSAI 160 programme. In the Autumn
we will be organising a thank you event for these members and also for those agencies who have provided financial support
to the RSAI over the past few years. We still urgently need significant financial support to implement the remaining
phases of RSAI 160. For further information contact the Hon Treasurer at 01 6761749.

Member subscriptions - To date over two thirds of members have paid the annual subscription for 2007 — thank you one and
all. For those who have not yet paid a reminder is enclosed with this newsletter. Member subscriptions are the second most
important source of finance for the society so please remember to pay your subs on time.

Brendan Twomey

Winners of 2007 Sheppard Trust schools competition awarded

At a ceremony held in the Society’s house on 18" June, the winners of this year’s Sheppard Trust schools competition were
presented with their award for their winning entry. The winners, featured in the photo above with their teacher Yelena Ni
Earchadha, were Caoilthionn Ni Dhonnabhdin, Ciara Ni Mhaolmhuidh, Grace Ni Mhaolmhuidh, Ruth Nic Einrl’, Sinéad
Greene — pupils from Gaelscoil an Eiscir Riada, in Tullamore.
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Mesolithic Seminar

Following the theme of ‘in light of recent excavation’ the next seminar will take place on Friday, 16™ November
at the Helen Roe Theatre. The title is ‘“The Mesolithic in Ireland’. The programme is still being finalised, and
will be announced within the next few weeks. The seminar is organised by the Society in association with the
Discovery Programme.

Other News

We are very pleased to welcome the Discovery Programme as our new tenants. They have moved into the top
two floors recently vacated by the Irish Traditional Music Archive. After a lot of renovation work the Discovery
Programme finally moved into the building in March. It is good to have a very compatible group in the building
and we hope to see more of them using the library.

The former Council Room, on the first floor of Society House, has also undergone a major clean up and it is now
in use for receptions, launches and other activities. Our sincere thanks to Nicholas Carolan and the Traditional
Music Archive for presenting some very attractive shelving to the Society. This has greatly assisted in the on-
going programme of making more of the Society’s books and periodicals accessible to readers.

Death Notices
We are sad to report the deaths of the following members: Richard Pilkington, Retired Member, Anthony

McCarthy, Retired Member, Dr Kieran O’ Driscoll, Retired Member, and Anthony Walsh, Family Member.

Office hours:

Monday to Thursday 9.45am - 12.45pm; 2pm - 4.45pm
Executive Secretary - Colette Ellison For further information
on lectures, excursions,

Library Opening Hours: events, conferences and
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 10.00am - 12 noon; 2.00pm - 4.45pm other Society news
Tuesday and Friday 2.00pm - 4.45pm please visit the

Librarian - Nicole Arnould Society’s website;

Assistant Librarian — Donal Fenlon ..
wwWw.rsail.ic

Contact details:
(01) 6761749
colette @rsai.ie
nicole @rsai.ie

RS,?U

Royal Society of Antiguaries of Ireland

If you have any news for the Newsletter, please contact Chris Corlett through the Society’s office

Antiquarian News 8



